TOUR OF THE HAMLETS
ON THE EASTERN SIDE
OF BELLAGIO

Duration:
Approx. 2 hours and 30 minutes
3 hours if taking extension options.

Comfortable footwear is required as the terrain
is uneven and cobbles can be slippery.

Santa Maria Annunciata in Breno Church is open daily from
Monday to Thursday from about 09.30am to 5:30pm and on
Sundays afternoon. Unfortunately the other churches mentioned
in the walk are rarely open.

This itinerary will enable you see more of some of Bellagio's little
hamlets scattered on the eastern side of the promaontory and,
above all, Visgnola, up on the hill about a mile away from
“Borgo”, the town centre.

Starting from the Tourist Information Office in Piazza Mazzini
(where the boat ticket office is) walk to the upper part of town,
The main street at the top is Via Garibaldi, turn right and walk out
of the town centre. Carry straight on for about 10 minutes (the
street then becomes Via Valassina) until you come to the
Cemetery on your left. This area is known as Oliverio and Grena.
You have lovely views of the Lecco Branch of the lake and olive
cultivations which are in the land belonging to Villa Giulia (1).

Further on, to your left, is the villa itself. Across the road from the
villa (on your right) is a grassy footpath area stretching to the
aother side of the promontory - it is known as the Vialone. The
Villa was originally built in 1624 for a proto-physicist, Eudemio
Camozio, who called it Villa Camuzia. At the end of the 18"
century Count Pietro Venini, a native of Bellagio, completely
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restructured it and called it Villa Giulia in honour of his wife. The
villa itself, on three floors, is in neoclassical style. The lower floor
is decorated with ashlars (bugnato) and two wings flank the main
building. Count Venini purchased several plots of land
surrounding the villa and had the part in front cleared so as to
create the grassy Vialone, which allows both a view and access
to the lake’s two branches. After the death of Count Venini the
villa passed into the hands of different owners. These included:
Leopold I, King of Belgium; Antonio Mella who transformed it for
a brief peried into a hotel; Count Blome de Boule Shenenstein;
the Polish Baron Gay and the Rumanian noble Kirakirschen. It is
currently owned by a family from Milan.

Shortly after the Villa Giulia, you'll see a small cobbled path on
your left (Via Cavada). Follow this path up towards the mountain.
Continue until you reach a small underpass with steps, ending at a
point called Localita Pino, near a small junction. The minor road
ahead of you leads to the centre of Visgnola. Just behind you the
main road to the right leads down to the centre of Bellagio and to
the left to Lecco. The minor road behind you takes you to the
College of the Beata Vergine (2), in bygone times a schoal and
nowadays a nursing home, the Casa di Cura Bellagio.

Our walk takes us to the centre of Visgnola so take the road
ahead of you as you emerge from the underpass. Along the little
side streets we can see some old peasant homes whose original
structure is still intact. The road bends to the left and takes us
into this little village's old square, Piazza dei Canestri. On your
right is a bar, Tabaccheria Mazzoni which maintains the aspect of
a 19% century inn. Notice its original stone table outside shaded
by an ancient lime (linden) tree just as we see it in postcards
from more than a hundred years ago. If you take a closer lock
under the table, you'll see the founding date (1892) on the
cobbles. The interiors preserve most of the furniture and
structure from those times.

In the centre of the square there used to be a well where families
would get their water supplies before aqueducts were installed. An
underground passageway used to link the well to the old inn’s
cellars, Apparently this was not the only one in the area - it seems
there were quite a few, each and every one more or less secret.

Directly opposite the Tabaccheria and to the right of the local
Alpini Association’s headquarters is a road which leads to the
Church of San Martino (3), dedicated to Saint Martin Bishop and
St. Mary of the Rosary. The church is a perfect example of 15th
century architecture with alterations dating back to the Baroque
period. During the 15" century both this and the building
opposite (nowadays the S. Martino Cellars) formed the
Community Hospital. On the 5% January 1510, it passed into the
hands of the San Pedemont Dominican Friars from Como.

We know for a fact that a few friars were permanent residents at
San Martino and that they built a holiday home for their students
from Como. Whilst here the students even formed a string
orchestra. Unfortunately, the Dominican Friars were renowned
not only for the fact that they were harsh teachers with strict rules
and regulations, but also for their roles as both judges and
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